
TRUTH IN TAXATION SUMMARY 

 

Truth-in-taxation is a concept embodied in the Texas Constitution that 

requires local taxing units to make taxpayers aware of tax rate proposals and to 

afford taxpayers the opportunity to limit tax increases.  Property owners have the 

right to know about increases in their properties' appraised value and to be notified 

of the estimated taxes that could result from the new value.   

Creating a budget and adopting a property tax rate to support that budget are 

major functions of a taxing unit's governing body. This is accomplished by 

following truth-in-taxation requirements to ensure the public is informed of any 

increases. The type of taxing unit determines its applicable truth-in-taxation 

requirements. 

Appraisal districts and local taxing units must publish detailed information 

to assist residents with understanding proposed budgets and tax rates.   

Camp County is providing this property tax rate information as a service to 

the residents of the county.  Each taxing unit is responsible for designating a 

licensed individual to calculate the unit’s property tax rates each year and provide 

that information to the county.  The adopted tax rate is the tax rate adopted by the 

governing body of a taxing unit in August/September each year.  There are two 

components to a tax rate if the unit is paying for debt with property taxes.  The 

maintenance and operations rate is the portion of the adopted rate that will impose 

the amount of taxes needed to fund the budgetary expenditures of the taxing unit 

for the following year.  The debt rate is the portion of the adopted rate that will 

impose the amount of taxes needed to fund the taxing unit’s debt service for the 

following year. 

Truth-in-taxation requires most taxing units to calculate two rates after 

receiving a certified appraisal roll from the county appraisal district’s chief 

appraiser….the No-New-Revenue (NNR) rate and the Voter-Approval Rate 

(VAR).  The type of taxing unit determines which truth-in-taxation steps apply. 

The NNR rate is the rate that would generate the same amount of revenue 

(taxes) in the current year as was generated by the taxing unit’s adopted tax rate in 

the preceding year based on property taxable in both the current and preceding tax 

year. 

The VAR is the maximum rate allowed by law a taxing unit may adopt 

without voter approval.  

 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/truth-in-taxation/index.php#ttc2
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/truth-in-taxation/index.php#ttc3


For more information please contact Camp Central Appraisal District: 

 Telephone:  (903) 856-6538 

 Email:  j.tinsley@campcad.org 

 


